FREE COMIC BOOK DAY,

marooned
again_
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EVEN THE CREEPY ONES WHO STARE AT YOU FOR DISCONCERTING
LENGTHS OF TIME WITH COLD, EXPRESSIONLESS FISH-EYES
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KNOW AND LOVE STORIES ABOUT IRONHIDE TOM.

1C: black. Printed @ 70% to fit letter page
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opat from the Sea

THE MOST UNUSUAL EVENTS COMPRISING THE EARLIEST ORIGINS OF IRONHIDE TOM.

HIS FATHER WAS
A SCURVY SAILOR

WHO'D LEARNED
TO BOTTLE THE
AURORA BOREALIS,

AND, UNDER [TS
INFLUENCE,

o

FELL IN LOVE
WITH A TYPHOON.
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FINGERNAIL, IF SHE AIN‘T THE
COMELIEST TWISTER IN
THE SOUTH SEAS.

HOLD ME,
SWEET LASSIE/

Yz

IRONHIDE TOM
WAS BORN ON A
MOONLESS NIGHT
AT HIGH TIDE

AND LEFT ON
A SANDBAR.

ey

HE WAS RAISED BY
HORSESHOE CRABS

SUBSISTING ON
SEAWEED AND
BARNACLES,

OCCASIONALLY
SUPPLEMENTED
WITH LARGER FARE.

HAVE YOU
SEEN
FRANKLIN?

ol ity

“WHAT EDUCATION
HE RECEIVED...

LIGHT/

LIGHT!

LIGHT!

WAS FROM BRINE
SHRIMP.

DO000000!

00000000/
LIGHT/

IT WAS NOT
EXTENSIVE,

LIGHT!

LIGHT!

AT AGE TEN, TOM
WAS CAPTURED
BY PIRATES.

THEY THOUGHT HE
WAS SOME VARIETY
OF SEA-APE.

AT THE NEXT PORT,
TOM WAS SOLD TO A
TRAVELING CIRCUS.

G/@@ﬁ’
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IT WAS HERE

N

THAT THE BOY’S

UNUSUAL
FORTITUDE

®

=

WAS FIRST
OBSERVED.

AFTER THE CIRCUS
(UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE)
BURNED TO THE GROUND,

TOM HEEDED
THE CALLING IN
HIS BLOOD,

s

AND RETURNED
TO THE SEA.

;

HE RENTED HIMSELF
OUT TO FISHERMEN

IN SEARCH OF
LARGE CATCHES.

THE MONEY
WAS GOOD,

BUT THE FISHERMEN
*FORGOT” TO CUT
TOM OUT OF THE
CATCH’S BELLY ONE
TOO MANY TIMES,

LEAVING TOM TO

FREE HIMSELF THE
HARD WAY.

TOM SIGNED ONTO
THE NEXT SHIP
LEAVING PORT.

AND THUS HIS ADVENTURES BEGAN.

Inselence

Hbroad

IRONHIDE TOM
FINDS HIMSELF ON
A MERCHANT SHIP,

TAKING CARGO
FROM A LAND WITH
PLENTIFUL SPICES

VOYAGES IN DISTANT LANDS,
AMONG UNUSUAL PEOPLES, co o
UNDER TRYING CIRCUMSTANCES. =
THE LIFTING OF

TO A LAND WITH NO
SPICES, BUT FINELY
CRAFTED TEXTILES,

7

WHEN A THICK WHITE FOG DESCENDS,

THE FOG REVEALS
STRANGE PORTENTS:

%P

FOUR COMETS
SEEN IN RAPID
SUCCESSION

ST. ELMO’S FIRE

THE STARS ARE UNFAMILIAR AND
INCONSTANT. NAVIGATION BECOMES
IMPOSSIBLE,

AND SCHOOLS OF FISH THAT CRY
WITH VOICES OF DROWNED LOVES.

boom!
WE ARE ALL
DOOMED/
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THEY ARRIVE AT AN ISLAND
WITH BLINDING WHITE SANDS.

OF DELICIOUS
FRUITS

THE FOREST IS FULL

FAT PIGLETS

SPRINGS OF WINE

AND GIANT
SCORPIONS.

IRONHIDE TOM
FINDS HIMSELF
ALONE.

SKREEEAAAAAARK!

AS THE ISLAND
BEGINS TO SINK,

&

0

par

TOM RUSHES

AND, TEARING HIS SHIRT INTO STRIPS,
TIES HIMSELF TO ITS LEG.

ITS PLUMAGE
GLOWS BRIGHTER

THE STREAMING FIRE
BURNS THROUGH
TOM’S BONDS.
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FATHER! LOOK/ THE
BURNING CINDER
THAT FELL FROM
THE SKY/

IT IS THE
PROPHECY
FULFILLED/

THIS? HE LOOKS
LIKE SOMETHING
AN OCTOPUS
SPIT UP.

HE CAN‘T BE THE
PROMISED ONE,
MY DARLING.

BUT HE CAME Y
FROM THE SKY/

HE SHONE WITH A
HEAVENLY LIGHT/

HE 1S A SURFACE
OWELLER. HE WON‘T
SURVIVE IN OUR
KINGDOM.

wHossa... [ YOU SEE,
FATHER/

MAN OF THE |
WATERLESS
WORLD,

HAVE YOU COME
FROM THE CELESTIAL
REALM TO LEAD
MY PEOPLE?

HAVE YOU COME TO
MARRY MY BEAUTIFUL
DAUGHTER?

AND CLAIM THE
ANCIENT TREASURE
WE HAVE HORDED
FOR YOUR USE?

LSS HURRAY! ¢
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FEELING SUDDENLY

UNWELCOME,
\_/—\/\’ A
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IRONHIDE TOM
ESCAPES ON A
STOLEN SEAHORSE

AND MAKES HIS WAY
TO THE LAND OF
THE CENTAURS.

THE CENTAURS

ARE DELIGHTED

BY HIS AQUATIC
STEED

AND TRADE TWO
MULES AND SEVERAL
SACKS OF GRAIN

HE CROSSES THE
MOUNTAINS TO THE
LAND OF THE SATYRS

WHERE HE TRADES
THE GRAIN FOR
CURIOUSLY

THE DWARROWFOLK
ARE TERRIBLY
OFFENDED BY THE

IRONHIDE TOM
ACROSS THEIR
BORDER.

TO HIM IN ONES AND
TWOS TO BUY THE
POTS FOR WHATEVER
PRICE TOM ASKS.

FOR IT. PAINTED POTTERY. PICTURES ON THE
POTTERY
W fr,
AND CHASE AT NIGHT, THEY COME IN THE LAND OF MOTHLINGS, TOM

BUYS A CARAVAN OF CAMELS AND
BOLTS OF BRIGHTLY COLORED SILK.

HE TRADES WITH
THE GOBLINS FOR

GROUND-GLASS
LENSES

AND WITH THE
SCIAPODAE
FOR FINE WINES.

\
I A AL v

ON AND ON
IRONHIDE TOM
TRAVELES...

AMASSING AN EVER
GREATER FORTUNE.

HE BUYS A SHIP OF HIS OWN, AND
FILLS ITS HOLD WITH EXOTIC GOODS

) |

AND SAILS FOR HOME.

UNFORTUNATELY,

SINCE PASSING
THROUGH THE
WHITE FOG,

IRONHIDE TOM
HAS NO IDEA

WHERE HOME IS,

HE HEARS OF A
WITCH WHO HAS A

MAP OF ALL THE

WORLD.
AYE,

BUT SHE'S A
TURR’BLE FOUL
WOMAN.

SHE TURNS ANY
SOUL WHAT
STEPS ON HER
ISLAND INTA’
BEASTS/

AND, INDEED, SIX OF
TOM’S CREW ARE
TURNED INTO
RABBITS,

B
——

EIGHT INTO
GOATS,

AND TEN INTO
TURKEYS.

M

THE WITCH ENJOYS
AN ABOMINAL FEAST.

§ o ¢t

IRONHIDE TOM IS
SPARED, BECAUSE
SHE THINKS SHE’S

ALREADY TURNED

HIM INTO SOME
SORT OF SEA-APE.

'

SHE COMMANDS THE
SEA-APE TO WORK
AS HER SERVANT.
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THAT NIGHT, TOM BUT CAN'T SAIL HE HAS NO CHOICE © FOR THE NEXT
1S ABLE TO STEAL HIS SHIP WITHOUT BUT TO CONTINUE SIX YEARS.
THE CREW. PRETENDING TO

and So on...

A SAMPLING OF PERILS FACED BY IRONHIDE TOM IN HIS JOURNEYS.
-} i | | — W
HE LEARNS MANY | [ INcLUDING, = S L‘r
OF THE WITCH’S EVENTUALLY, i
SECRETS, THE ONE HE . o 5 SWALLOWED BY A SERPENT.
NEEDS. W
ABBRY-YI Mo O
D, i
CADABBRY!) || Go 0" (2 . |
*
( . Y
' lee %

*

* % *
*
* ® X
: 5.5
S0 Q%

- - w - —

. FOR ALL THE RICHES IRONHIDE TOM WITHOUT NOTHING
//- HE‘D EARNED, RETURNS FROM BUT HIS NAME
HIS VOYAGE

N

= &
17 e BRG] ©

F— @
AND A MAGIC SO HE TRADES THE HORSE FOR A NEW AND SETS SAIL.
FLYING HORSE. SHIP AND A HUNDRED BARRELS OF OIL.

N

\\ PPPES
ﬁ? TR
i




AD.FCBDO06.TXT

3/8/06

7:13 AM Page 14

OFFENDED A STORM GOD.

ENCOUNTERED CYCLOPS AT PLAY






