
The printer:

I use the brother mfc-J6920DW Wireless All-in-one printer (ABOVE).  It’s very easy to find from mul-
tiple vendors if you google it.

It's scary cheap (between $250 - $350) but I've beaten the living crap out of three; the first printed 
18,500 pages before I killed it.  It also has a pretty decent 11 x 17 scanner, fax and copier. 

I would say the only downsides are that if you print on the highest setting, it can be somewhat 
slow...like up to two minutes for a cover.   But you can play with print quality and get that down a bit.  
I tend to fan the paper in groups of five, then walk away or concentrate on drawing.

It can also occasionally jam...but I've never had a printer that hasn't.  And it's usually under very 
specific circumstances...like bent paper, a stray glued edge or that I stuffed it too much.

Also, since it's inkjet, the prints don't like water, But this is true of most comics.  To me the real test 
is if the ink comes off on your fingers while you're reading it.  And it doesn't, unlike some Marvel and 
DC comics covers.  I've never once had a complaint or a return on these, so I think most folks have 
no problems with the quality.  I’ve also started to use Moab waterproof papers, which has helped.

The ink site:

CISinks.com  

This is what makes the whole thing worthwhile...generic ink.  And it actually produces better, more 
consistent color than the brand name version.  refillable ink cartridges are absolutely the way to 
go: cost effective and not very messy.  I use this kit, from cisinks.com: D04-BLC103 [Refillable Ink 
Cartridge KIT] for Brother.  It comes with easy to refill cartridges, so all you have to do is buy 
replacement bottles.  This makes the cost of ink per book mere pennies.

The cover & interior stock:

MOAB papers (like Lasal Photo Matte 235) work brilliantly for covers and give an even dark black.  
They are also waterproof on both sides.  Depending on the size you buy, this can get a little pricy, but 
it means you can also charge more for a higher quality product.  People often mistake my covers for 
screened prints.

I’ve also experimented with a variety of easy to find bristol pad and water color pad papers.  The best 
I’ve found are CAnson XL recycled bristol and Fabriano 90 lb watercolor papers.

Always check to make sure the paper is acid free, if you're worried about fading or archival quality.

For interior guts paper, I use Staples 11 x 17 cover stock, which I cut down to modern comics format.  
This paper takes ink well and doesn’t bleed, meaning you can’t see through a double-sided print.  It’s 
also heavier and makes a shorter comic feel more substantial. 

Obviously, there's alot of work involved with printing, stapling and cutting these books, so I figure 
manual labor into my final cost for these minis.  I also pitch them more as limited edition art 
books...kind of like the high-end zine market that's popped up over the last few years.

Keep in mind, I only use this printer plan for my small batch minis.  I use a pro printing house for the 
numbered issues.  But I do use it for my art prints, with the high quality moab archival papers.

BASIC SELF-PUBLISHING Print BUSINESS PLAN

Available at:

- SEARS.com   - amazon.com
- concordsupplies.com - Staples.com
- eBay    - CDW.com
- Craigslist.com 


